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LA’S ACCOUNTING 
CLASS OF 2025

Armanino LLP  |  Citrin Cooperman  |  EisnerAmper  |  Ernst & Young LLP |  Fineman West & Company
Gelfand, Rennert & Feldman LLC  |  GHJ  |  KPMG  |  Lucas Horsfall |  Prager Metis |  Richey May

Smith Mandel & Associates, LLP |  Withum

GOLD SPONSORS

DIAMOND SPONSORS
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STEVEN FISHMAN
Partner

Fishman Block + Diamond

S teven Fishman has over 45 years of experience, 
specializing in real estate and high-net-worth 
tax planning. Fishman expertise extends across a 

diverse spectrum of tax, strategic and financial planning 
services. He is a trusted advisor to family office and 
real estate private equity sponsor clients with a focus 
on multi-generational wealth transfer, trust and estate 
tax returns, trust administration, private foundations, 
private real estate funds and structure planning, and 
assistance with complex transactions and issues.

In addition, Fishman is very active in the Los Ange-
les community, and has leadership and board roles at 
Stephen Wise Temple, AIPAC, the Jewish Federation 
of Los Angeles, Elnet, Wise Readers to Leaders, the 
Impact Forum, and Birthright Israel.

GLENN FRANK
Partner

David Weise & Associates, A Division of NKSFB

A s a once-aspiring musician, Glenn Frank brings a 
unique combination of accounting expertise and 
passion for music to his role as a tax partner at 

David Weise & Associates, a division of NKSFB. Frank, 
in conjunction with the firm’s tour department, con-
sults on tax and business management issues that affect 
both the firm’s international and domestic clients doing 
business in the US and abroad. He also specializes in 
structuring business entities, contract negotiations, and 
tax audit representation.

With over 30 years in the entertainment indus-
try, Frank shares his proficiency in international and 
domestic tax compliance matters, providing guidance 
to some of the entertainment industry’s biggest names. 
Frank’s attention to detail, sharp analytical skills, and 
creative approach are unparalleled.

MARA GARCIA
CFO

Phonexa

Mara Garcia holds the role of chief financial officer 
at Phonexa, where she oversees the company’s 
accounting, finance, human resources and legal/

compliance functions – while also supporting Phonexa’s 
Partnership Program. Garcia joined Phonexa in 2020 
as vice president of finance and accounting, overseeing 
various financial practices and procedures. 

Garcia’s leadership has been recognized through 
numerous accolades, including nominations for the 
CFO Leadership Awards by Los Angeles Times B2B 
Publishing and the Los Angeles Business Journal, as 
well as being named a Top 100 Accountant by LABJ. 
Her involvement extends beyond Phonexa; she serves 
on the board of the CSUN Nazarian College Alumni 
Chapter and was previously vice president of the board 
of directors for CalCPA’s LA Chapter.

MICHELLE GERMAIN
Partner

LA Business Management, LLP

M ichelle Germain is a partner at LA Business 
Management, LLP, a boutique tax and business 
management firm located in Woodland Hills. 

Germain provides tax, business management, advisory 
and bookkeeping services to a diverse list of high-net-
worth individuals and small businesses.

 Germain specializes in representing entertainment 
and real estate clients and focuses on family and estate 
transition planning. She also provides extensive con-
sulting services concerning the tax implications of sig-
nificant mergers and acquisitions transactions. Germain 
received her CPA license from the state of California 
in 2016. She joined LA Business Management in 2018 
after working at PwC in its Los Angeles office. She 
excels at business development and at managing her 
employees, training them to be better accountants.

HOUTAN GHOLIAN
CPA

Manela & Company

A s managing director at Manela & Company., 
Houtan Gholian specializes in federal, state and 
international tax consulting and compliance, serv-

ing a wide range of industries including real estate, asset 
management, healthcare and entertainment. His ability 
to craft innovative tax strategies and provide thoughtful 
business consulting and structuring services makes him 
an indispensable advisor to business owners, entities, 
foundations and trusts.

 Gholian leads with a holistic approach – he not only 
ensures compliance but also helps clients identify oppor-
tunities for growth and long-term success. His depth of 
knowledge in complex, multi-jurisdictional tax issues 
allows him to guide clients through challenges with clar-
ity and confidence, while his leadership within the firm 
strengthens its ability to deliver premier service.

DAMON FRIER
Principal; Partnership Tax Solutions
Grant Thornton Advisors LLC

During his college career, Damon Frier planned 
to become a clinical psychologist, until a single 
accounting course changed his path. He became fas-

cinated by accounting as a balanced system that draws 
upon business, math, law and even sales. He was espe-
cially inspired by the opportunity to use his accounting 
knowledge to understand diverse industries and help 
companies strengthen their financial health.  

For the last 30 years, Frier has been creating new 
possibilities for privately held middle-market companies 
across various industries. He has spent the past 20 years 
in a variety of key leadership roles at Grant Thornton 
Advisors, including leading the firm’s Los Angeles tax 
services practice, the West Region privately held busi-
ness tax services practice, and chairing the Southern 
California private equity initiative. 
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STEVE LANDAU
Partner

NKSFB, LLC

Throughout Steve Landau’s career, he has always 
focused on more than what the numbers say, but 
rather how they impact his clients. Landau has more 

than 20 years of experience in business management. 
Over that time, his clients have included internation-
ally renowned musicians, entrepreneurs, film directors 
and athletes.

Landau’s focus is business management and he spe-
cializes in comprehensive tour planning and operations; 
structuring new business; budgeting; cash flow analysis; 
financing and purchasing large assets; tax and estate 
planning; and family office services. Prior to working in 
business management, Landau worked in the film and 
television industry as a talent manager. He served on 
the board of Shomrei Torah Synagogue for seven years, 
four as the treasurer. His charitable focus is on educa-
tional institutions. 

DANIEL LEE
Partner

Duffy Kruspodin, LLP

Daniel Lee, CPA, is a partner in Duffy Kruspodin’s 
Beverly Hills office, where he helps guide fami-
lies, entrepreneurs and business owners through 

their most complex financial decisions. Promoted to 
partner in 2023, Lee represents the next generation of 
leadership at Duffy Kruspodin, bringing more than two 
decades of experience in tax, family office, and trusts 
and estates services to clients across Los Angeles.

In addition to his extensive work with high-net-
worth families, Lee is also one of the firm’s leaders in 
the professional services industry, advising law firms, 
medical practices, and other closely held service orga-
nizations. He understands the unique financial and 
operational challenges these businesses face and deliv-
ers tailored strategies to help them remain competitive, 
compliant and sustainable.

STEPHEN LEE
Tax Partner

Citrin Cooperman

S tephen Lee, partner at Citrin Cooperman’s West 
Los Angeles office, brings over 30 years of tax expe-
rience, specializing in real estate and private equity. 

He advises REITs, real estate funds, leveraged buyouts, 
growth equity, debt funds, and management firms, guid-
ing clients across structuring, acquisitions, operations, 
and dispositions. Before Citrin Cooperman, he spent 
15 years at Ernst & Young and more than seven years 
at PwC, serving as engagement partner for Fortune 500 
public REITs and private real estate funds. His exper-
tise, leadership and client impact make him a standout 
candidate.

Lee contributes to the accounting and real estate 
communities by providing technical training on part-
nership and REIT taxation, helping elevate industry 
knowledge and professional standards. 

2025 HONOREES

CONGRATULATIONS! 
From all of us at Lucas Horsfall to our LABJ Top 100 Accountants 
honorees, Matt Cochran, Mike Sovik, and Linda Chou. 
Your leadership and commitment to excellence inspire us all.

LABJ Top 100 Accountants Honorees
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CINDY SCHOELEN
Partner, Advisory

BPM

C indy Schoelen, partner at BPM LLP, is a transforma-
tive leader who has shaped the accounting profes-
sion in Southern California for over three decades. 

Her journey from IRS agent to entrepreneurial firm 
founder to BPM Partner exemplifies the grit, adaptabil-
ity and client-focused mindset needed to shine bright as 
an accountant in Los Angeles. 

As a pioneer for women in accounting, Schoelen 
overcame systemic barriers in the 1980s to build a 
thriving practice. She leveraged her unique background 
in tax, audit and advisory services to become a trust-
ed advisor to a diverse client base, including many 
long-term relationships spanning more than 20 years. 
Schoelen’s holistic approach integrates strategic finan-
cial guidance with a deep understanding of her clients’ 
businesses and personal goals. 

THOMAS SCHULTE
Managing Partner
Armanino LLP

Thomas Schulte, the managing partner of Armanino 
LLP, is a self-proclaimed “Southern California Lifer” 
and has spent most of his career in the audit side of 

Armanino, RBZ, and Arthur Andersen. But business 
development has always been on the back side of his 
business card. As of 1/1/22 it is now on the front of his 
business card as he now chairs the Southern California 
Growth Office of Armanino. 

Schulte’s more than 40 years of experience in South-
ern California and his in-depth knowledge of the deep 
bench of Armanino experts provides a deep network that 
allows him to help organizations in lots of different ways 
other than accounting and compliance. He is always will-
ing to help – and that is what he is known for. 

LEWIS SHARPSTONE
Founder

Lewis Sharpstone & Co.

Lewis Sharpstone, the founder of  Lewis Sharpstone & 
Co., has successfully conducted over 1,500 nonprofit 
audits and served over 225 nonprofit organizations, 

large and small and in all sectors of the nonprofit com-
munity as their CPA. 

Sharpstone has an incredibly positive reputation 
within the accounting profession and has developed 
strong relationships by always being helpful and having 
a great attitude. Sharpstone was the CalCPA Chair 
from 2018-2019 and has played a large role within the 
Society. He has also served on several CalCPA commit-
tees such as Non-Profit and Nominations and also has 
been a member of State Council to represent the pro-
fession in Sacramento. He also is an adjunct professor 
at California State University, Long Beach and a strong 
supporter of building the pipeline for the profession. 

LIEL SHEMTOV
Partner

Miller Kaplan

L iel Shemtov has swiftly advanced in his career, rising 
from a first-year staff auditor to partner in under 10 
years. Since achieving this milestone, Shemtov has 

delivered exceptional financial statement audit services 
across employee benefit plans, labor organizations, and 
the hospitality industry. Before joining Miller Kaplan, 
he gained valuable experience as an accountant for 
small family businesses and as a project manager for a 
construction company.

Shemtov excels in guiding clients through complex 
audit processes and addressing critical issues, such as 
helping hospitality clients retain their business licenses. 
His impactful leadership has empowered both clients 
and colleagues to make informed decisions amidst the 
ever-changing landscape of the industry. Committed 
to the highest ethical standards, Shemtov ensures that 
clients’ interests are protected, and the firm’s reputation 
remains strong. 

MARK SILAH
Partner

NKSFB, LLC

Mark Silah is a senior tax partner at NKSFB.  He 
has been with the firm for over 26 years and serves 
on the firm’s Executive Committee and is part of 

the leadership team in the Private Client Tax group.  
During his time at the firm, he has played a significant 
role in its growth from a 175 person firm with a single 
Los Angeles office to a more than 650 person firm with 
multiple offices in Los Angeles and New York.  

With clientele that includes legendary sports stars, 
musicians, touring bands, actors, directors, producers, 
corporate executives, entrepreneurs, wealthy families  
and single family offices, Silah serves as a trusted advi-
sor.  He focuses on comprehensive income tax planning,   
multi-generational wealth transfer planning,  philan-
thropy planning, single-family office advisory, and tax 
controversy representation. 

KARLA SHARAN
Assurance Manager

Forvis Mazars

Karla Sharan serves as an experienced manager in 
assurance at Forvis Mazars, where she leads audit 
engagements across a diverse portfolio of clients 

in the technology, services and commercial product 
sectors. She is known for her technical excellence, col-
laborative leadership style, and ability to build strong 
relationships with both clients and team members. 
Sharan plays a critical role in project management, 
risk assessment, and delivering high-quality assurance 
services that meet regulatory requirements and client 
expectations.

Beyond her client work, Sharan is deeply involved 
in the firm’s recruiting, where she helps identify and 
attract top talent. She also serves as a mentor and 
career coach to junior staff, guiding them through their 
professional development and helping them navigate 
the early stages of their careers.
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